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Report publisher  Report Comments  Report’s Essential 
recommendations 

Statement from 
PUDEMO 

Commonwealths Observer Mission 
(http://thecommonwealth.org/media/press-

release/commonwealth-releases-report-2013-
elections-swaziland) 

Parliament do not hold any 
power, due to prevailing 
inconsistencies and 
contradictions of the 
constitution, in particular as 
they relate to the separation 
of powers (or lack thereof) 
and the rule of law; 
Furthermore, political parties 
were proscribed, due to 
contradictions as they 
related to the interpretation 
of the fundamental right of 
freedom of association and 
assembly. 

-Constitutional and legal 
Framework:  Separation of 
powers needs implementation, 
the constitution need an citizens 
inclusive revision, unbanning for 
political parties,  
-Political Environment: Level 
the playing field for youth and 
women, strengthen civic 
education, and focus on 
development of independent 
media. 
-Method for election:  Need to 
educate election officials and 
security, establishing 
independent body to review 
complaints and other elections-
related issues, strengthen 
security of secrecy of the ballot.  
 

“We are happy that our 
arguments and position 
on the elections has 
been vindicated and 
shall stand the test of 
time as long as the 
elections are held 
under the 
undemocratic, 
discredited and 
condemned Tinkhundla 
system of governance. 
The report is therefore, 
providing strong 
legitimacy for our 
people and the 
democracy loving 
people of the world to 
intensify the calls for a 
democratic Swaziland.” 

African Union Observer Mission- Preliminary 
Statement  

(http://www.eisa.org.za/PDF/swa2013au.pdf)  

Contradiction in Constitution 
that prevents multi-party 
democracy, 69.2% of eligible 
person registered as voters, 
few women participated 
despite AU protocol on the 
issue, the election itself was 
peaceful,  centralized 
counting and sorted system   
susceptible to abuse  

-Kingdom should review article 
79 of Constitution in relations to 
A 14 (1) (b) and A 25: Freedom 
of political association, free and 
fair election  
-Calling for respect, protect and 
fulfil rights to freedom, 
expression, freedom of 
association and freedom of 
assembly.  
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-Further gender equality  
- Develop media rule of conduct  
-Reconsider altering centralized 
counting of votes  

Southern African Development Community- 
Preliminary Statement 

(http://www.safpi.org/news/article/2013/swaziland-
preliminary-statement-sadc-electoral-observer-

mission) 

“On behalf of the 
Chairperson of the Organ on 
Politics, Defence and Security 
Cooperation and on behalf of 
the entire SADC family, I 
congratulate the people of 
the Kingdom of Swaziland on 
their orderly and peaceful 
elections.” 
 
“In line with SADC Principles 
and Guidelines Governing 
Democratic Elections and the 
Electoral laws of the 
Kingdom of Swaziland, the 
Mission would like to urge all 
candidates to respect the will 
of the people” 

 Possible establishment of an 
electoral tribunal to 

timeously attend to all electoral 
disputes, complaints as 
and when they occur; 
• Establishment of an Electoral 
Committee comprising of 
major stakeholders to attend to 
issues arising from the 
electoral process; 
• Greater participation of 
women in leadership positions 
in line with the SADC Protocol 
on Gender and 
Development; and 
• Counting of ballot papers at 
each polling station as 
provided for in the electoral law. 

 


