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1. Introduction to the biennial report of the South African 

Liaison Office by the chairperson, Bishop Rubin Phillip 

 

In presenting the Report for the South 

African Liaison Office for the period  July 

2007 to  July 2009, I would  like to draw 

attention to the continued steady 

development of the organisation during this 

time as demonstrated by a growing number 

of donors – both embassies of important governments especially those in the 

EU, as well as foundations.  The range of activities has been extended and 

SALO’s prestige enhanced by the ever-growing involvement of both regional 

policymakers, Southern and Northern diplomats, multilateral institutions and 

civil society. SALO now has its own office  in Parktown, Johannesburg, but we 

remain indebted to the Centre for Policy Studies which provided us with office 

space for the first two years of our existence as a Section 21 company.  

2. Annual General Meetings, Board meetings, Committee 

meetings 

 

SALO was registered as a Section 21 

Company on the 30th June 2006. When 

SALO held its 3rd September 2007 AGM  

(the organisation’s second AGM) in Cape 

Town we had 13 board members. As we 

approach our 2009 AGM we have 16.  

There remains a gender imbalance on the board to which we should pay 

attention in the coming year. Half the board lives in Cape Town and half in 

Johannesburg, while the chair lives in Durban. This is a challenge for the 

organisation but we have managed to meet the legal requirement of three 
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meetings a year.  This is demonstrated in the minute book. The finance 

sub-committee is largely based in Cape Town.  

The board members are: Bishop Rubin Phillip, Richard Calland, Richard 

Smith, Joan Brickhill, Sha’ista Kazee, Prince Mbekwa, Horst Kleinschmidt, 

Lucian Segami, Pregs Govender, Phillip Dexter, Prof. Rob Moore, Prof. 

Brian Raftopoulos, Charmaine Williamson, Joyce Sikhakhane-Rankin, 

Reynaud Daniels, Dr Chris Landsberg. 

The finance sub-committee members are: Richard Calland, Richard Smith, 

Joan Brickhill, Sha’ista Kazee and Phillip Dexter. 

 

3. Strategic Direction of the Liaison Office 

This period has witnessed progress towards democracy in Zimbabwe which 

was the original focus of our work as the Zimbabwe Liaison Office. It has also 

seen the tragic outbreak of xenophobic violence in May 2008 which has 

resulted in anti-xenophobia activity becoming a second major focus of our 

attention, with the third being Swaziland. The new strategic direction towards 

more regional engagement was debated and confirmed by the board during 

this period and the decision has been taken to change the name of the 

organisation to the Southern African Liaison Office. This will be implemented 

shortly after due consultation with key donors.  A number of bilateral and 

multilateral meetings with donors have been held over the last year to discuss 

strategic direction.  

 

SALO’s strategic direction will be further debated and developed by the board 

and strategic partners taking into account the Internal Project Evaluation 2008 

of the Zimbabwe Policy Dialogue; the Regional Strategy Paper; the discussion 

document prepared following the February Cape Town board meeting by 

Professor Moore; and the article on “Xenophobia and the violent attacks in 

South Africa” prepared for the Olof Palme International Centre website in 

September 2008. (all attached) 
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4. Appointment of Auditors and Audited Financial 

Statements: 

Early in 2008 we appointed as our auditors Moore Stephens, the eighth 

largest accounting firm in the world. This was to overcome delays being 

experienced at our previous auditors (Douglas and Velcich). The audited 

statements presented to the 18th November 2008 AGM and board meeting – 

and accepted – are attached to this report. They covered a period of 20 

months as required by the previous auditors. The current audited statements 

will be presented to the 2009 AGM.  

 

5. Major activities of the SALO during the two-year term of 

office of the Board 2007-2009: 

 

 Illustrated report to Irish Aid 2008/9 is attached 

 

 The Zimbabwe conflict: an obstacle to regional integration and 

development, and to European/African partnership 

 

This regional intervention based in South Africa includes a variety of activities 

based on a successful model implemented by SALO and its partners in South 

Africa over the last five years. Targeting all stakeholders within Southern 

Africa - an all-round engagement of civil society, governments, regional 

bodies and the general public – is likely to help build a regional perspective of 

Zimbabwe as an obstacle to the goals of regional integration and poverty 

eradication. 

 

A multi-stakeholder driven policy dialogue and a research process are 

assisting to unlock regional obstacles in the Zimbabwean conflict, and 

promote peaceful solutions as well as regionally agreed democratisation 

benchmarks for Zimbabwe. Regional civil society mobilisation and media 

engagement are other important aspects of this project. 
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Central to the project is a series of 

meetings and conferences to help resolve 

the Zimbabwe conflict and contribute to 

regional development and integration. 

SALO has built a policy dialogue process 

in South Africa  that brings state and non-

state actors together to build consensus 

and a common understanding of the 

challenges and responses to the crisis in Zimbabwe, and its impact on the 

region. Using this model, SALO is broadening and deepening its processes 

and networks and engaging other regional and international players.  

 

This project is contributing to a number of key objectives that the SALO seeks 

to promote in relation to the role of civil society in development and in order to 

reach the Millennium Development Goals, namely:  

 

 

1. The project will strengthen the voice of 

regional civil society and enhance its 

ability to influence national and regional 

policy. 

2.  The project seeks to enable 

Zimbabweans in particular, but also other 

citizens of the region who are feeling the 

negative impact of the crisis, to participate in development. 

3.  The project seeks to enable greater access to support for resources for 

development by removing he obstacle to investment and support by 

multilateral institutions which the Zimbabwe conflict currently poses. 

4. The conflict has made it more difficult for communities across the region to 

respond effectively to the Aids pandemic, given the high level of migration and 

other factors. This is one issue the project seeks to highlight and address. 

5. This intervention seeks to support Zimbabweans, especially women and 

children, to realise their human rights which have been grossly violated in the 

last decade. 
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Changes to project design: obviously the advent of a new inclusive 

government in Zimbabwe has changed the regional political landscape with 

regard to how the region perceives the Zimbabwe conflict. It has meant, for a 

start, that the focus of all players, including regional governments and civil 

society, is towards supporting that government’s attempts to deal with the 

most pressing socio-economic problems. New dialogue priorities and 

possibilities for consensus-building have arisen. Related to the political 

changes, increasingly SALO is starting to locate some activities within 

Zimbabwe itself and seeks to build a dialogue network inside Zimbabwe, while 

maintaining the network in South Africa and building regional participation in 

both networks. This geographical shift in the focus of our activities has rightly 

taken up time and resources which originally were planned to be spent in 

Southern African states other than Zimbabwe and South Africa.  

 

Civil society mobilisation 

 

Media and research have been utilised to 

stimulate debate in forums that target 

diverse audiences: from decision makers 

to stakeholders. In conjunction to media 

use, grassroots programmes on 

xenophobia, political sexual violence, 

militarism and international arms trade 

have stimulated action. Through networking SALO has become a key driver of 

a loose regional network and a Regional Solidarity Consultative Forum. SALO 

is one of the two civil society organizations mandated to run the Zimbabwe 

Solidarity Forum (ZSF) which is helping to promote regional civil society 

mobilization. 

 

Regional solidarity initiatives 

 SALO participated in the Regional Solidarity Consultation Forum and 

played a key role in facilitating the discussions aimed at providing a 
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broad strategic direction for solidarity initiatives from Mozambique, 

Botswana, Zambia and South Africa as well as promoting the need for 

long term Zimbabwean solidarity interventions as part of building a 

strong and sustainable solidarity movement. 

 SALO and partners developed a paper regarding the transformation of 

SADC. We held a workshop at the Southern Africa Social Forum (see 

separate report) to discuss the draft and critiqued the limitations of civil 

society participation in SADC structures, governance, consultation and 

reviewed existing institutions. SALO was part of a panel of speakers at 

a seminar that discussed this paper.  

 In this case as always, SALO has argued for an approach that 

encourages regional civil society to choose Northern partners (like 

Ireland) who are not regarded with hostility by SADC governments. 

This relates to ongoing fears on the part of SADC governments of a 

continuing “regime change” agenda by the West in Africa, especially 

Southern Africa. 

 SALO has identified both the Southern Africa and Africa Social Forums 

as crucial to a cross-regional network of civil society. SALO used the 

Southern Africa Social Forum held in Manzini to lobby for a regional 

network. The contacts have been maintained and ideas exchanged 

regularly. We are participating and encouraging other to attend. We 

have developed a draft programme of seminars and activities including 

a list of organisations that we should help attend the Lesotho Social 

Forum in October 2009. 

 SALO's consistent efforts at promoting awareness on Swaziland 

alongside Zimbabwe by the medium of a strong regional solidarity 

movement is now widely recognised. Audio visuals and other platforms 

have strengthened the regional lobbying capacity including a more 

multilateral strategy which emphasises commonly determined 

challenges.  
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 Zimbabwe Policy Dialogue:  

 

- Building International Consensus on Zimbabwe 

- A study of South Africa’s relations with Zimbabwe 

 

The overall activity - a national, regional 

and international intervention based in 

South Africa - was a policy dialogue 

between state and non-state actors 

aimed at promoting good governance 

and deepening democracy in Zimbabwe. 

A particular focus was on trying to close 

the gap between Western and African 

policy positions and their understanding of the conflict. This deficit has 

perpetuated conflicting perspectives that preclude a much-needed 

international consensus that is an essential precondition for the outside world 

to make a meaningful contribution to resolving the crisis.   

 

The Zimbabwe policy 

dialogue was guided by an 

in-depth country focus paper 

on South Africa's relations 

with Zimbabwe which was 

written by a SALO research 

team funded by the EC, 

Norway and Sweden. 

Dissemination and 

development of the first part of the  paper and related products including a 

dvd took place during the second half of 2008 and fed into the activities of the 

building consensus network. The process was supported by the continuous 

filming of SALO’s “building consensus” meetings which, together with 

interviews, was then fed back into the debate in the form of a number of dvds 

about the consensus-building project. The second part of the paper and the 
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final edit have taken place during 2009. Publication is expected in September 

2009. 

 

The Zimbabwe Policy Dialogue Project provides a safe space for a unique 

network of people to come together regularly and highlight different 

perceptions and analyses of what is going on and what should be done in 

relation to the conflict.  Through this process participants are contributing to 

and benefiting from shared information, in depth research and highly 

informative, up to the minute video material.   

 

This engagement and interaction contributes to greater complementarity 

between the policies and approaches of key stakeholders and enables 

network participants to defuse tensions and sound out ideas with a 

constructive, critical group who share an appreciation of dialogue and 

multilateralism. Key to the effectiveness of this approach is the relationships 

that are formed and maintained between SALO and the network members, as 

well as directly between members themselves. 

 

This is a central part and the crux of the ongoing work of SALO. For the last 

three years, the network formed around this activity has been meeting at least 

six times a year. It brings together key strategic thinkers, state and non-state, 

with an emphasis on finding common ground between governments in Africa 

and the West, especially Southern Africa and the EU, through the involvement 

and facilitation of civil society actors.  

 

It has been growing slowly but steadily with the addition of selected 

individuals in the region, representing the inclusion of more countries, and the 

trend within SALO towards the inclusion of a focus on economic 

reconstruction in anticipation of democratic change in Zimbabwe, specifically 

the inclusion in 2008 of the World Bank and the African Development Bank, 

and in 2009 the Development Bank of South African, the South African 

Department of Trade and Industry, and regional business representatives.  
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SALO has convened frequent 

forums for the deliberation of 

key policy issues such as 

health, security sector reform 

and agrarian policy. The forums 

have brought together high 

level political and diplomatic 

contributors, academic experts 

and activists to reflect on short 

and longer term policy 

approaches to Zimbabwe’s challenges. Often facilitated at moments of 

significant political shifts, the forums have encouraged all international 

stakeholders to focus their minds on the scale and scope of the resources that  

are necessary from multilateral and bilateral donors to put Zimbabwe on a 

sustainable recovery path once they are confident that a peaceful and 

democratic solution to the crisis is in place.  

 

Establishing an informed and sustainable consensus on Zimbabwe will 

require all stakeholders having an unambiguous understanding of the 

governance issues driving the conflict and the detrimental impact they are 

having on social conditions, the environment, human rights and the treatment 

and prevention of HIV/AIDS.  It was our hope that a detailed insight into, and 

agreement on, the prevailing political and socio-economic conditions on the 

ground would help promote the recovery and reconstruction of Zimbabwe in 

the period of transition and beyond. SALO has made great strides during the 

two years of this report in moving towards a focus on economic re-

engagement and reconstruction. This has included robust debate about 

political differences around when and how to re-engage and re-invest. 

 

Care has been taken to ensure gender balance on panels and the highlighting 

of the particular plight of women and children in Zimbabwe. Evaluation and 

direct feedback provided, indicate that the forums imparted participants with 

new knowledge and perspectives 
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Evaluative feedback on the project 

 

Correspondence from participants/donors 

 

“We are very appreciative of the excellent work that is being undertaken by 

the South African Liaison Office, especially in a difficult and trying context. We 

wish you every success with the project.” (Irish Aid, Dublin) 

 

“Heard you had another successful meeting this week. It was a year of hard 

work for SALO. We highly value your work. Keep it up.” (OSISA) 

 

“I must say, however, that the work you are doing, coordinating our activities, 

is indeed a useful one and I would like to assure you that we will be attending 

your meetings in the future.” (ADB, Tunis) 

 

Combined Project Objectives: 

 

 Enhance broader EU partnership with the South African government 

and SADC in crisis prevention and conflict resolution in the region 

 Promote dialogue on regional conflicts between government and civil 

society in the southern Africa. 

 Deepen the partnership between South Africa and European partners 

who are donors and participants to the project, based on common 

values and concerns, and enhance the reputation of these 

stakeholders and their diplomatic initiatives in the region.  

 Build international consensus on Zimbabwe around the political and 

democratic challenges it continues to face. 
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Project activities and outputs 

 

 Informal and formal meetings with relevant stakeholders 

 Workshops and conferences of the Building International Consensus 

network 

 Paper and dvd: Building International Consensus  

 Paper and dvd: South Africa’s relations with Zimbabwe 

 Consultative process around that study 

 Related products from the main paper 

 Written evaluation of project  

 DVD evaluation of project 

 

Highlights: 

 

 A great deal of international concern and agreement was evident at the 

height of the cholera crisis in Zimbabwe at the end of 2008, as 

demonstrated by the participation of the South African Health Minister, 

Barbara Hogan, in a SALO lunch meeting with the British Minister for 

Africa together with  EU ambassadors and key Zimbabwean and South 

African civil society and political leaders including Simba Makoni and 

Arthur Mutambara. 

  The focus on cholera is part of a wider focus on threats to regional 

public health posed by the Zimbabwe crisis, with HIV/Aids a continuing 

mutual concern. The participation in our forums of international 

humanitarian agencies has increased – Oxfam and the Red Cross 

being two examples. The Red Cross has requested SALO to host a 

special meeting to build awareness and consensus on the 

humanitarian crisis. 

 SALO held a North-South forum for the first time  Building International 

Consensus on Zimbabwe and Swaziland in April 2009 as a critical 

platform linking political roleplayers, policy developers and civil society 

to advance a civil society-driven common agenda to promote 

multilateral approaches and dialogue-based solutions in resolving 21st 
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century political conflicts. This activity took place in a more conducive 

international political climate following the election of the Obama 

administration in the US.  

 The Swedish ambassador in Pretoria addressed a SALO network lunch 

meeting in Cape Town on the day the inclusive government was sworn 

in. The meeting was chaired by the Irish ambassador. Other 

participants included other Western diplomats and leading 

Parliamentarians who identified an ongoing need for all parties to find 

ways to address the needs of the huge refugee and migrant community 

of Zimbabweans in South Africa. 

 A well-attended meeting of the South African-based network was held 

in Pretoria at the end of April 2009, addressed by the new Zimbabwe 

minister of economic planning and investment promotion, Western and 

African diplomats. This workshop demonstrated the ongoing relevance 

of SALO’s policy dialogue network, and the opening up of a new and 

exciting area of work for the consensus-building project in support of 

the inclusive government’s attempts to broaden its contacts in South 

Africa, inform stakeholders and seek various forms of assistance.  

 The workshop led directly to two SALO-facilitated invitations to the 

investment minister: one to the Wits University Business School and 

another to a business dinner to be hosted by a leading South African 

company. Media coverage provided for the visiting Zimbabwe minister 

was a new added dimension to the project.  

 

 Anti-xenophobia activities 

 

These are extracts from an article by SALO  on 

1st September 2008 that was published on the 

Olof Palme website 

 

“An eye-witness account from SALO staff 

member Rebone Ramphomane describes the 

scene on the 11th May 2008 in Alexandra, east of Johannesburg. 
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“On that night of the 11th the attackers went door to door beating up the non-

nationals in that area telling them to leave the country. They even took their 

personal assets. People were left homeless. A South African died on that 

night. The police from the Alexandra police station came to the rescue. 

Everyone thought that the attacks had come to an end. During the day in 

Alexandra things were normal; around 7pm the violence would start. After the 

media had left. They were using all sorts of objects while they were torturing 

the non-nationals around the township, the attackers would ask you to tell 

them what an elbow is in Zulu, if you did not know what the word meant in 

Zulu you would then be the next victim.” 

 

Following the violence that began on May 11th SALO staff was directly 

involved with displaced people in Alexandra from the first night, offering 

solidarity support, providing access to information and support groups, and 

recording the stories of those directly involved. In Cape Town staff 

participated in a special church service and used the DVD footage taken at 

this event to highlight additional humanitarian civil society responses. 

 

A number of other initiatives were 

subsequently launched by civil society 

groupings that set out to defend and 

amplify the rights and needs of those 

displaced. SALO deployed a number of 

staff members to engage with and give 

direction to these initiatives, and to 

encourage closer cooperation between South African and Diaspora 

groupings, particularly those from Zimbabwe.  

 

A dvd documentary, “Xenophobia, Attacks on African Foreigners” was 

produced by SALO that captured these events. The DVD was shown at a 

number of public events, including events in Dar es Salaam, Cape Town, 

Johannesburg and Durban. The DVD was also distributed widely to civil 
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society groups across the region in an effort to raise awareness and mobilise 

solidarity support for subsequent events. 

 

SALO included a focus on Xenophobia at their 

policy dialogue events following the attacks, at 

which a deeper understanding of the issues 

involved was built. This included creating 

platforms for Bishop Paul Verryn, of the Central 

Methodist Church, who became an icon of the 

solidarity initiatives of civil society groupings and the efforts to defend the 

rights of those who had been displaced internally and from Zimbabwe. 

 

A massive solidarity march was 

convened by the Social Movements 

Indaba in Johannesburg, with the 

support of the trade union movement 

and the solidarity forum.  SALO and 

the ZSF also participated in an African 

Youth Front that went door to door in 

the affected areas talking to residents 

in an effort to get a first hand analysis of what happened during the violent 

period, to raise awareness of the importance of solidarity in our own liberation 

and to begin to put in place structures of migrant and host communities that 

would mitigate against the future outbreak of violence. Part of the findings of 

this group have fed into this report, and will also be presented to the South 

African parliament later this year. 

 

Regional civil society responded promptly to the violence by convening a 

gathering in Dar-es-salaam that came up with a communiqué on Zimbabwe 

which was handed over to President Kikwete of Tanzania, as Chair of the AU 

and a member of SADC.  
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The Importance of Solidarity 

These solidarity initiatives have gone a long way in exposing the violence as 

the actions of a small minority. They have also asserted the long history in 

Southern Africa, and on the continent, of supportive solidarity actions during 

South Africa’s own liberation history.   

 

This has been critically important because of its challenges to the notion that 

the suspicion and hatred of foreigners is widespread in South Africa. They 

have enabled progressive forces to maintain a commitment to the values that 

informed our own struggles, that are enshrined in the South African 

constitution and that are a fundamental part of the vision for a free and 

democratic SADSC region and African continent. 

 

Without these initiatives the dominant message sent out by the media, that 

often presents South African as negatively disposed towards foreigners, 

would go uncontested. This message undermines the potential for unity 

amongst civil society actors, is divisive and destructive in its intent and takes 

away from the gains that have been made to build a progressive movement in 

the region and on the continent that goes beyond political parties and the 

legacy left by the liberation struggles. 

 

The longer term goals of social transformation and the democratisation of 

Africa are dependent on the ability of civil society to unify and coordinate its 

various activities. Unless civil society is able to present a coherent set of 

demands and an agreed strategy for change it will continue to be 

marginalised by policy makers and governance institutions.  

 

A solidarity focus and an action plan that makes this solidarity practical is thus 

an essential component of building an effective civil society that can 

demonstrate impact in its efforts to influence policies and to contribute to the 

transformation of the continent in a way that complements, strengthens and 

provides alternatives to the agendas of state and institutional stakeholders.” 
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 SWAZILAND 

 

Since its formation six years ago SALO has 

always supported Swaziland pro-

democracy activities, although our 

organisation is mainly Zimbabwe-focussed. 

SALO’s involvement has been to some 

extent an attempt to respond to a sense on 

the part of Swazi activists that their struggle is marginalised by the 

international community, regional governments, civil society and the media, in 

favour of Zimbabwe.  

 

One aspect of our contribution has been to bridge the gap between 

Zimbabwean and Swaziland pro-democracy forces and to identify common 

areas for cooperation and solidarity. Structures of the Swaziland Solidarity 

Network were set up in Cape Town about five years ago with the involvement 

of SALO staff. SALO managed to refocus the competition and rivalry around 

the issue of the degree of attention granted to the two countries. 

Zimbabweans began to understand the necessity of supporting other 

struggles while Swazis felt less alienated by the success of the new 

Zimbabwe solidarity movement. 

 

Since Lucian Segami of SALO took up an invitation a few years ago to be 

based at COSATU House in Johannesburg, the focus of our activities has 

shifted to Gauteng from where we have supported the activities of the SSN, 

COSATU and others including the annual border blockades. Since the ANC 

regularly secures some two-thirds of the national vote in South African 

elections, we have concentrated our efforts in this constituency for maximum 

impact on national foreign policy. 

 

Swaziland has from time to time been included in our policy dialogue sessions 

on regional governance challenges and the need to build international 

consensus on Zimbabwe and Swaziland. The latest “Building International 
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Consensus” workshop in April 2009 included a speaker and several activists 

from the Swaziland Concerned Citizens Association and previously we have 

hosted PUDEMO leaders. 

 

In early 2008 Rebone Ramphomane of SALO visited Swaziland twice to 

collect footage for a dvd. On one visit she was accompanied and funded by 

Joe Mavuse of Idasa. The dvd has been widely distributed and shown and is 

available on request. It has been welcomed as a useful ten-minute 

introduction to the Swazi conflict. 

 

In August 2008, SALO, COSATU, SAHRC, the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, 

ZSF, HURISA and OSISA convened meetings to plan a regional people’s 

solidarity campaign in response to Zimbabwe and Swaziland. Out of these 

meetings and a subsequent workshop, a team of civil society activists 

emerged coordinated by SALO and supported by OSISA to attend the 

Southern Africa Social Forum in Manzini, Swaziland in October 2009.  

 

Before the social forum, King Mswati temporarily banned the activity which 

proceeded after an approach to the courts. SALO played a major role in the 

coordination of a demonstration against the banning order in Johannesburg. 

During the visit to Swaziland, the authorities detained five activists including 

two from SALO and three from the DRC. They were interrogated for 3 hours 

before the DRC activists were deported and the others released. 

 

At the Swaziland Social Forum SALO ran two seminars: on regional 

integration and transformation, and violence against women. After the visit 

SALO took the lead in establishing and organising a weekly Swaziland picket. 

 

STRATEGIC APPROACH TO RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

In the aftermath of the 2008 trade union and other mass protests, there has 

been a strong reaction from the Swazi authorities. They have tightened up 

security including introducing new legislation regarding public protests and 

increasingly they are detaining civil society and political leaders.  
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When PUDEMO  President Mario Masuku was detained on the 15 November 

2008 under what later became anti-terrorism legislation, he was charged with 

the retrospective application of the Act of 2008. PUDEMO is the Peoples’ 

United Democratic Movement, formed in 1983 to struggle for multi-party 

democratic reforms. Several key civil society and political figures have also 

been detained and media laws are severely restrictive. 

SALO advocates a non-violent approach to the resolution of the crisis, 

including the use of dialogue, demonstrations and lobbying of regional 

governments. It is important to maintain peaceful mass public pressure on 

Swaziland, otherwise there will be an expression of anti-government 

sentiment through violent means. SALO therefore considered it important to 

assist in the coordination of public protests to press for Masuku’s release.  

The Swaziland Solidarity Network leads in the implementation of activities. 

Memorandums are submitted each week to the Swazi authorities, the SADC 

Secretariat, the SADC Chairperson President Kgalema Motlanthe and 

regional civil society and political formations. There are enormous political 

challenges for SSN including lack of capacity and a clear strategic orientation, 

its relationship with other structures of civil society as well as lack of 

resources. 

A program of action has been developed by SALO to support the weekly 

picket for the release of Masuku and other political prisoners and detainees. 

This includes video screenings, seminars and a press release every Friday to 

coincide with the picket. The press releases and pamphlets are compiled by 

SALO for weekly distribution from interviews with passersby, protesters and a 

summary of reactions from the Swaziland authorities. 

 

6. Conclusion and Thanks 

 

Looking ahead, based on the experience of the first three years of SALO’s 

existence as a Section 21, and given the degree of support we can count 

on from the board and regular donors, I feel I can confidently predict 
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continued growth, the broadening of our funding base and diversification of 

activities. I believe we will continue to make a contribution in the area of 

regional governance and democracy, and build on the activities further 

afield as well.  

 

I would like to thank the board, the staff, donors and diplomatic partners, 

as well as regional governmental and civil society partners for their hard 

work, participation in our activities and/or ongoing support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


