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THE inclusion of peace as a
cross-cutting issue in the
recently adopted UN 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment could hardly be more per-
tinent for Africa – and for the
wider world.

This is especially so in the wake
of attacks in Mali, France and
Lebanon, the rapidly escalating
violence in Syria, and continued
instability in places such as South
Sudan, Central African Republic,
Burundi and others.

Indeed, the links between con-
flict, insecurity and underdevelop-
ment remain especially pertinent
to many African countries still
struggling with high levels of
inequality and a population eager
to gain access to opportunities.

The heads of state Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation (Focac)
summit to be held in Johannes-
burg, the sixth of its kind, provides
a real opportunity to enable
African countries to make signif-
icant progress towards the peace-
related targets in the 2030 Agenda.

The 2030 Agenda’s strong focus
on conflict prevention, particularly
in Goal 16, could support a shift
away from militarised responses to
security challenges such as violent
extremism, that not only tend to fail
but also risk increasing
r a d i c a l i s at i o n , as seen in countries
l i ke Kenya, Somalia, Libya and Iraq.

Many of the drivers of conflict
are addressed through key Sus-
tainable Development Goal (SDG)
targets for peace on access to jus-
tice, violence reduction, inclusive
economic growth, fair access to
social services, promotion of gen-
der equality, as well as reduction
of illicit financial and arms flows,
which are often responsible for
driving local war economies.

While the agenda’s implementa-
tion will occur at national level,
the new framework explicitly aims
to “enhance the global partnership
for sustainable development, com-
plemented by multi-stakeholder
partnerships”.

Connecting and leveraging exist-
ing global initiatives – including
the 2030 Agenda and Africa’s own
Agenda 2063 – will be part of sup-
porting national level action.

Focac complements these initia-
tives as it has become a key ini-
tiative for deepened development
cooperation between China and
Africa, including on issues related
to peace and security.

F i r st , the promotion of peace
and stability in Africa has been
voiced at the highest political level
in China. China’s practical engage-
ment on African peace and sta-
bility has also increased over

recent years through financial
support for the African Union
(AU), deploying over 2 200 Chinese
peacekeeping troops in Africa,
supporting mediation efforts in the
South Sudan conflict and linking
its support for economic growth in
Africa as an important means to
address the root causes of conflict.

Second, the next action plan of
Focac, which provides the frame-
work for cooperation between
China and Africa over the next
three years, could be an important
tool for guiding China’s support
for implementation of the UN 2030
Agenda in Africa.

China and Africa already coop-
erate on matters of peace and
security. China and Africa have
committed to cooperate on
“strengthening democracy and
good governance” in Africa, com-
bating transnational threats such
as arms flows and transnational
organised crime, and ensuring

“strengthened dialogue and
exchanges in the area of human
rights and reaffirmed respect for
the principle of universality of
human rights”. All these issues
are reflected in Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal 16’s targets.

Th i r d , building on the preven-
tive focus of the 2030 Agenda,
China and Africa could use this
summit as an opportunity to pro-
mote a more holistic and preven-
tive approach to promoting peace
in Africa by focusing on the under-
lying structural and systemic
drivers of conflict in a more effec-
tive way in the next Focac Action
Plan.

This would mean addressing
some gaps. For example, key issues

for sustainable peace addressed in
the SDG targets – including cor-
ruption and violence against
females – are not reflected in the
current action plan (2013-2015).

Focus must be put on how Bei-
jing could move beyond rhetoric
and support inclusive economic
growth and development that
could concretely contribute to
reducing known root drivers of
conflict such as inequality.

Finally, above and beyond Focac,
and in line with the UN 2030
Ag e n d a ’s call for multi-stake-
holder implementation, China and
African countries could also think
strategically about how their exist-
ing partnership could be used to
create a more rules-based, equi-

table international order con-
ducive to peaceful societies.

For example, what actions could
Africa and China take to encour-
age the world to collectively
address the issue of illicit financial
flows and to make the arms trade
more responsible?

What leadership roles could
they take on within the UN to
bring a more holistic approach to
that multilateral organisation’s
conflict prevention capacities?

The opportunity for Focac to
forge an ever-stronger partnership
between the largest developing
country, China, and the continent
with the most developing countries,
Africa, could prove indispensable
for solving collective challenges.
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JOBURG SUMMIT HOLDS
PEACE HOPES FOR AFRICA

China a key player in solving
challenges facing the continent

VESTED INTERESTS: Chinese President Xi Jinping watches traditional dancers perform and links hands with Zimbabwe’s President Robert
Mugabe on his arrival on Tuesday for a visit to Harare PHOTO: JEKESAI NJIKIZANA/AFP

SOUTH Africans are not
xe n op h o b i c .

The government was
emphatic about this point
even prior to parliament’s
ad hoc committee findings
into the causes of the
attacks on foreigners ear-
lier this year in Johannes-
burg and Durban, which
confirms the same.

As many reports before
it, the ad hoc committee’s
report concludes that the
violence meted out on for-
eigners is as a result of the
intolerable socioeconomic
conditions that many South
Africans find themselves in.

Foreigners arrive on our
shores and seem to have
the knack of seeing and
seizing opportunities under
the noses of locals. Not
only do they thrive in the
informal trade, they do not
invite their equally strug-
gling South African coun-
terparts to participate in
their productive activities.

Prior to the release of the

report, the inter-ministerial
committee on migration
chaired by Minister in the
Presidency Jeff Radebe
concluded that foreigners
who cross SA borders
looking for a better life
place a strain on existing
services and in turn com-
pete with locals for scarce
resources.

To address this chal-
lenge, the committee has
proposed the tightening of
migration laws to prevent
the influx of foreign natio-
nals into the country.

Both parliament’s ad hoc
committee and the inter-
ministerial committee
choose to problematise fo-
reigners and their ability to
eke out a living where
South Africans have not.

Both seem to place the
onus on foreigners for the
hostility of locals.

A reading of the ad hoc
c o m m i tt e e ’s recommenda-
tions for addressing the
issue of violence against
foreign nationals gives the
impression that all that’s
standing in the way of the
business success and
improved socioeconomic
prospects of locals is the
policing of foreigners.

The socioeconomically
driven violence against fo-
reigners is located in the
need by the South African
Revenue Services to police
containers and counterfeit
goods at ports of entry.

It is for the SA Human
Rights Commission to edu-
cate foreigners about their
responsibilities beyond
their rights, for the minis-
ter of arts and culture to
promote social cohesion,
for municipalities in Gaut-
eng and KwaZulu-Natal to
better ensure the provision

and monitoring of business
permits and for the premier
of Gauteng to ensure that
mechanisms are put in
place to ensure implemen-
tation of government’s
policy of 30% procurement
from Small, Medium and
Micro Enterprises and 70%
local procurement.

What these recommenda-
tions of the ad-hoc commit-
tee imply is that locals
already have the skills,
have spot-
ted the
gaps in
the mar-
ket, and
have the
ap p r op r i -
ate busi-
ness models as well as
greater business acumen.

They imply that there are
no structural impediments,
government inefficiencies,
weaknesses in education
and skills empowerment
and skills matching, that
exacerbate the socioeco-

nomic disparities that pre-
vail in our society.

They imply that what is
standing in the way of
local’s prospects for suc-
cess is the presence of for-
eigners and government’s
failure to monitor them.

Such findings only serve
to exonerate the govern-
ment from the role it played
in creating economic dys-
function that sees millions
swell the masses of the

u n e mp l oye d
and the
u n e mp l oyable
ye a r after
ye a r.

Th ey
r e m ove
r e sp o n s i -

bility from policy makers
to create an environment
where more entrepreneurs
can thrive and create
employment without being
hamstrung by bureaucratic
red tape, barriers to entry
to markets controlled by
big businesses that muscle

them out, lack of support
and funding.

And more dangerously,
they remove the onus from
locals to act within the con-
fines of the law at all times
and to hold policy makers
to account for the failures
that continue to plunge
them into the throes of
socioeconomic despair.

These recommendations
do not address the very
serious challenges of gov-
ernance, corruption, an
outdated economic struc-
tural model and a failing
education system that are
at the root of the inequality
and poverty.

Immigration is only but
one part, and not the pri-
mary part, of SA’s socioe-
conomic quagmire. The
government must not use
foreigners as a scapegoat to
avoid making difficult
choices and making far-
reaching changes.
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Govt must not use foreigners as an excuse for difficult choices

No onus on

locals to act

within the law“


